'Being there': learning through active participation.
Students engagement in learning is predicated not only on interest but on the perception of relevance to their needs. A hermeneutic interpretation of narrative student evaluation data from an introduction to nursing lecture course that was taught by means of a practice-based phenomenological approach revealed a pattern of student learning in which students moved from detachment to active participation in their learning. The stories shared by nurses in the practice setting were instrumental in introducing students to the world of nursing and facilitating a sense of belonging. Once engaged in the experience, students looked for opportunities to become active participants in their learning. A practice-based phenomenological approach to a theory course maximizes opportunities for student participation. Active reflection and integration allow students to make their own connections between theory and practice.